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The Residential Trend of the Nikkei Foreigners and the Emergence
of Industrial Trainees in Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan

Tairou ITOU and Sachi TAKAHATA

There are several prefectures in Japan that show a high rate of Latin-American Nikkei's
(foreigners of Japanese ancestry), but since around the year 2002 the residential trend of Nikkei's
has entailed a polarization: areas of increasing and decreasing Nikkei population. The
polarization is characterized by the population composition, where the former (Tokai Region
encompassing Nagoya City) includes a relatively high rate of third generation Nikkei's, while
the latter (like Hiroshima) is composed of the second generation. The results of the survey that
the authors conducted for Nikkei foreigners in Kaita Town, Hiroshima Prefecture in July 2007
indicate that (1) the places of their first arrival in Japan range from Fukuoka Prefecture (in the
west) to Fukushima Prefecture (in the east); (2) although Hiroshima is geographically isolated
from other prefectures with a volume of Nikkei's, the limitedness of their movement within the
same prefecture is not so significant compared with other areas of residential concentration; (3)
there is a possibility that those who came from the top 10 prefectures of Nikkei Brazilian
population in Japan are of a younger generation or are frequent movers; (4) in recent years
there is decreasing influx of foreigners to Hiroshima from other prefectures with residential
concentration of Nikkei's. Hiroshima Prefecture has a common character with other prefectures
with large number of Nikkei foreigners, of which population is increasing or decreasing.
However, it is unique in terms of the rapidly growing number of Asian industrial trainees.
Some major manpower agents that once dispatched Nikkei's to the manufacturing industry are
now establishing branch companies to hire foreign trainees. In Hiroshima, there is a sign of the

change of stakeholders: from Nikkei's to Asian industrial trainees.

Note: This is a product of a joint research project entitled “A Study of the Internationalization
of Kaita Town in Hiroshima Prefecture and the University's Contribution to the Local
Community”, led by Tairou Itou and funded by the SY 2007 Special Research Grant of

the Faculty of Contemporary Sociology, Hiroshima Kokusai Gakuin University.

Keywords: Hiroshima Prefecture, Nikkei foreigners, industrial trainees
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