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Abstract

This research is to clarify that there is a difference in the way team care recognition is regarded by people in different
occupations and professional grade of the health care persons concerned.

We mailed a questionnaire to review the problem to advance team medical care in Japan.

We surveyed physicians, nurses, physical therapists (PT), occupational therapists (OT), and speech language hearing
therapists (ST) and managers in 46 of hospitals of H. Prefecture. The hospitals included 17 general hospitals with 200 beds
and 29 specialized hospitals.

We received replies from 30 hospitals (65.2%), which resulted in 1205 effective replies out of the total 1261.

We compared the average scores of 25 items on “the difference in the recognition of medical team treatment”. As for the
scores from PT, OT and ST, 18 items including “‘collaboration”, “assessment”, etc., were higher than for the other health
care professionals. Physicians scored high for “leadership”; nurses responded that the need for “team care” is high, although
there was some disagreement.

We divided “the concept of team medical treatment” into 6 factors. Factor 1, “collaboration”; factor 2, “the necessary
conditions”; and factor 6, “independence” were scored high by PT, OT and ST. Factor 3, “self enlightenment”, was scored
high by physicians. Factor 5 “the business burden”, was score high by the nurses.

For, “the concept of team care” and “the possibility of team medical care”, the professional staff scored lower than did the
managers. Half of the managers responded that leadership “can promote” team care.

We found that the perception of team medical care differs by occupation, and grade. We suggest that the team approach

can induce improvement and reduce the burden of the leadership in hospitals.

Key words : team medical care, professional grade, collaboration, leadership
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